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In its nine years of existence, JHI continues to bring advances in healthcare
education and procedures as well as equipment and supplies, to cities in
Eastern Europe, Israel and disaster stricken areas of the United States.
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A new program this year!

A project JHI has been formulating for the last two years was put into
practice this year, when JHI along with the Jewish Federation of Greater
Atlanta (JFGA) led a group of 42 women lay leaders to New Orleans, to
participate in a hands on mission at the Plaquemines Medical Clinic on the
outskirts of the city. JHI coordinated the first One Day Health Fair in this
small impoverished community that was among the worst hit by Hurricane
Katrina. The ladies were first led on a tour of Jewish New Orleans, having a

firsthand opportunity to see the devastation caused in that community. Then on the second day in the area,
everyone was up at 6:30 am to travel to their assigned duties for the day. Twenty women went to the Clinic and
twenty-three participated in a construction project in St. Bernard Parish.
At the clinic, the volunteers did in-take, vision screening, hearing tests,
blood pressure tests and helped guide the local residents through the
process. Literature on healthy life styles, dental care, breast cancer and
other informational packets were given to all clients, along with
toothbrushes and toothpaste. Everyone who had a vision deficiency was
given a discount certificate from National Vision for eyeglasses. Those
with other pathologies were immediately directed to the clinic staff to
make appointments with the appropriate medical professionals.

All the volunteer participants
praised the efforts of the
Plaquemines Medical Clinic,
JFGA and JHI for putting
together what many said was
the most satisfying mission in
their life.

JHI has developed a model for a
health fair that can be easily activated in any community where a clinic
has insufficient traffic from local residents. We are in discussions with one community at this time and hope to be
able to report an equally successful event again next year.

Since the clinic was only able to handle 20 volunteers, JHI coordinated a
hands-on day in partnership with the St. Bernard Project to reconstruct
homes devastated by Hurricane Katrina for the remaining
volunteers. 23 volunteers helped insulate and drywall two homes to get
the houses ready for the families who are waiting to move back home. The
volunteers had an opportunity to meet with the home owners and hear
first-hand their account of their experience and the slow process of
recovery. The day was very successful and while the work was difficult and
tiring, the volunteers were so pleased to have made a difference.




